everywhere. Printing was still expensive when
it appeared, and the book became known by the
method that is called in China, " You-lend-me-
a-book-and-I-lend-you-a-book."

The story is simple in its theme but complex
in implication, in character study and in its
portrayal of human emotions. It is almost a
pathological study, this story of a great house,
once wealthy and high in imperial favour, so
that indeed one of its members was an imperial
concubine. But the great days are over when
the book begins. The family is already declin-
ing. Its wealth is being dissipated and the last
and only son, Chia Pao Yu, is being corrupted
by the decadent influences within his own home,
although the fact that he was a youth of ex-
ceptional quality at birth is established by the
symbolism of a piece of jade found in his mouth.
The preface begins, " Heaven was once broken
and when it was mended a bit was left unused,
and this became the famous jade of Chia Pao
Yii." Thus does the interest in the supernatural
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